
Kady Kanouté Tounkara 
 
Athletic Career & Olympic Highlights 
 

• Malian–French basketball player born on 11 June 1978 in Bamako, 
Mali  

• Stood at 178 cm (5′10″) and played professionally in Europe 
(Austria, Spain, France), where she won multiple titles, including 
five French national junior championships  

• Represented Mali as co-captain at the 2008 Beijing Olympics, 
following the team's victory at the 2007 FIBA Africa Championship 
for Women  

• At Beijing, she helped lead Mali to its first Olympic appearance, 
playing in five games and averaging approximately 0.8 points and 
2.4 rebounds per match  

 
Education & Professional Development 
 

• Earned a Bachelor’s degree in Marketing and Management from Fordham University, New 
York  

• Post-athletic career, she transitioned into mentorship, education, and advocacy within 
international sports organizations. 
 

Leadership & Advocacy Roles 
 

• President, Zone 2 Athletes’ Commission of the Association of National Olympic Committees 
of Africa (ANOCA) since 2013, representing seven Central and West African nations. 

• Master Trainer and Steering Committee member for the IOC Athlete Career+ Programme, 
delivering workshops across 35–50 countries. 

• Chair of the WADA Education Committee, promoting clean sport through global outreach and 
independent observation at events like PyeongChang 2018 Winter Olympics. 

• Active advocate for women’s leadership and athletes’ representation—encouraging female 
engagement in sports administration and decision-making. 

 
Current Role & Impact Beyond Sport 
 
Works on sustainability, disability inclusion, energy access, and community empowerment—
leveraging her sport values in social enterprise. 
 
Summary 
 
Kady Kanouté Tounkara OLY exemplifies a remarkable journey from Olympic athlete to influential 
leader. From co-captaining Mali’s basketball team to coaching, clean-sport advocacy, and 
socio-environmental innovation, she continues to empower athletes, amplify women’s voices, and 
drive impactful change across Africa and beyond. 


